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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

With the conclusion of the 2022 legislative session, I want to 
provide you an overview of some of the key issues on what was a 
tough session. 

Once again, it was a virtual legislative session. The public was 
not allowed in some of the legislative buildings and committee 
hearings were conducted virtually. Legislators were allowed to be 
in Olympia and meet in caucus if they desired, but only a small 
number of legislators were allowed on the House floor during the 
legislative session. 

The session lacked transparency and bipartisanship. Our 
priorities were focused on lowering taxes and making life more 
affordable, protecting our communities and families, while 
holding state government and the governor accountable. Our 
priorities reflect that, but the Democratic majority were focused 
on other things. 

The majority adjourned the session with record spending, no tax 
relief or emergency powers reform, and bills attacking our Second 
Amendment rights. They also kicked the can down the road by 
not passing a solution to the police vehicle pursuit issue and the 
long-term care insurance program and regressive payroll tax. 

In this end-of-session review, I will go over the more high-profile 
issues we addressed this session.

Please remember I represent you throughout the year. Do not 
hesitate to contact me with any ideas, concerns, or questions. 

Thank you for allowing me to serve as your representative. It is 
an honor to represent the 39th District! 

Sincerely, 

mailto:Robert.Sutherland@leg.wa.gov
http://RepresentativeRobertSutherland.com
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Strengthening  
election laws

After hearing from 
many of you concerned 
about election integrity, 
one of my goals this session was to find 
ways to improve the voting and election 
process in our state. I introduced four 
bills this session. 

House Bill 1796 would require 
verification of citizenship for voter 
registration.

House Bill 1797 relates to the timely 
processing of updated voter registration 
information.

House Bill 1828 would require quick 
response codes on ballots.

House Bill 1998 would permit only the 
return and count of ballots that contain 
an official watermark.

Unfortunately, none of them 
received a public hearing. This was 
disappointing. We should all agree 
with safe, secure elections, no matter 
our party affiliation. Voters need to 
have confidence in the system and any 
wrongdoing should be corrected.

  Record spending, no tax relief
State spending has now reached $65 billion under the 2022 
supplemental operating budget. As you can see by the chart, 
spending has more than doubled in 10 years.

Noticeably 
missing from 
the budget 
was any tax 
relief. We 
have had 
two years of 
lockdowns 
and mandates 
causing 
financial 
stress, a 
historic $15 
billion budget surplus, with inflation running at 7.6%, the highest 
level in more than 40 years. This was the time to let taxpayers have 
some of their money back. 

We called on the majority party to join us in passing tax relief. 
Republicans proposed several means of tax relief, including reducing 
property taxes, cutting the state sales tax, providing business and 
occupation tax relief to manufacturers and other job creators, and 
expanding the Working Families Tax Credit. I have been pushing 
my property tax relief bill to eliminate state property taxes over a 
four-to-five year time period for two years. Unfortunately, the hard-
working citizens of Washington will not be getting any tax relief. 
This was a missed opportunity.

The supplemental capital budget was done in a bipartisan manner and makes significant 
investments in K-12 school construction, broadband, school seismic safety, public works, 
housing, and mental health.  

The budget continues our historic capital investments in the 39th District and across 
Washington state from last year’s record-breaking capital budget.

The 2022 supplemental capital budget spends $1.5 billion, with more than $7.4 million going 
toward 39th District projects, including:

Evergreen Health (Monroe): $4.2 million;
Darrington Wood Innovation Center: $1.7 million;
Wastewater lift stations improvements/upgrades (Concrete): $550,000;
Monroe ECEAP facility: $515,000;
Smokey Point Park (Arlington): $278,000; and
Sultan-Monroe Commercial Kitchen: $134,000.

These projects are on top of the $34 million in funding for the 39th 
District we were able to secure last year.

Capital 
budget

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1796&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1797&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1828&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1998&Initiative=false&Year=2021
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  Democrats’ transportation package
Democrats in the House and Senate worked on a transportation package that spends $16.8 billion over 16 
years. They did not include Republicans in the negotiating or drafting process, despite House Republicans 
introducing a plan before the legislative session convened that would modernize transportation funding. It 
would have utilized the general fund, preserved and maintained our existing infrastructure, and redirected 
vehicle sales tax to transportation projects while working to complete the backlog of projects.

However, they went forward with their own plan that:

	 ● Increases fees by as much as $2.3 billion on things such as car/motorcycle license plates and driver’s 
licenses.

	 ● Only allocates $3 billion for maintenance and preservation. The Department of Transportation shared 
with the House Transportation Committee that $10 billion over 10 years is needed.

	 ● Is heavy on transit as vehicle owners and drivers would pay more for non-driver related modes of 
transportation.

	 ● States only electric vehicles may be purchased, sold, or registered in Washington state after vehicle 
model year 2030.

Finally, it would transfer $57 million a year from the state’s Public Works Assistance Account (PWAA). This is 
devastating to local governments around Washington state who rely on this fund for public health needs, such 
as critical water and sewer infrastructure.

Majority party stops debate on  
emergency powers reform

One of the biggest disappointments of the legislative session 
was the inaction on emergency powers reform. Earlier in the 
year, House Speaker Laurie Jinkins said she was “seeking 
balance.” In the end, nothing happened and the imbalance 
in state government remains.

The Senate passed Senate Bill 5909, with most Republicans 
voting “no” because they felt it was watered-down and did 
very little to address the imbalance of power we have seen 
the last two years. 

House Democrats did bring the bill up for a vote just after 
1 a.m. on March 4. We debated for 20 minutes, and then 
they stopped debate. We had amendments to improve the 
bill and were prepared to debate the merits of emergency 
powers reform, but this apparently was not a priority of the 
majority party.

Washington has been under a “state of emergency” for 
more than two years now. Our state government was 
not intended to operate this way under a Republican or 
Democrat governor. It is extremely disappointing the 
majority party did not want to address this issue. 
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  Fixing policing bills from 2021
One of the priority issues this session was to fix the 
flawed, partisan police reforms passed last year. This 
session, in a bipartisan manner, we were able to pass 
legislation to address some of the problems created in 
2021, including a bill I co-sponsored with Democrat 
Rep. Roger Goodman, House Bill 2037. The legislation 
provides a definition for our law enforcement officers 
on the physical use of force. 

We were also able to pass legislation that clarifies when 
an officer can intervene and use force if necessary, and 
we reversed a ban on less lethal and certain calibers of 
ammunition. Unfortunately, legislation to incorporate 
reasonable suspicion back into law enforcement 
officers’ abilities to perform vehicular pursuits did not 

pass. Vehicular pursuit 
remains an important 
component of correcting 
the flaws passed in 
2021 and needs to be 
addressed.

Second Amendment rights 
threatened

I am a strong supporter of Second Amendment 
rights. Unfortunately, those rights were under 
attack this session with the majority party passing 
bills including:

Senate Bill 5078 bans 
the sale of ammunition 
magazines with more than 10 
rounds. 

House Bill 1705 restricts 
the manufacture and sale of 
untraceable firearms, or ghost 
guns, and unfinished frames 
and receivers. 

I did not vote in favor of 
either bill. I will continue to vote against any 
legislation that infringes upon your Second 
Amendment rights.

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2037&Year=2021&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5078&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1705&Initiative=false&Year=2021

